inniang the Swordswoman
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FL. LATE 9TH CENTURY
Yinniang was the daughter of Nieh Feng, a general under the
viceroy of Weipo during the Cheng Yuan period (785-804). When
she was ten years old a mendicant nun saw her and took such a
liking to her that she asked Feng to let her take the child for a
disciple. Feng was angered by her impudence and rudely refused.
"I shall take her even though you keep her in an iron box," the
nun said. That night Yinniang indeed vanished from Feng's house,
and was nowhere to be found in spite of all efforts to discover her.
Her parents grieved for her loss but they could do nothing except
weep.
Five years later the nun brought Yinniang back. "She has com-
pleted her training," she said to Feng. "You can have her back."
With that she disappeared.
The family was filled with joy and asked Yinniang what she
had learned. "I have been doing nothing but read the sutras and
recite magic formulas," she answered. Feng did not believe that
this was all she had learned and begged her to tell him the truth.
"You will not believe me if I tell you," Yinniang said, but again
Feng insisted and she told her story as follows:
"When the nun carried me away that night, I had no idea how
far we traveled. The next morning I found myself in a large cave
under an inaccessible cliff. There were no human inhabitants near
by, only monkeys and other wild beasts. The mountain side was
covered with pines and creepers. There were two young girls in the
cave already, both about ten years old. They were clever and beauti-